













































With 8 makes 2... 

Phase one of Ryan Villopoto’s plan to repeat his 
perfect season in 2011 was chalked off with his 
eighth supercross victory of the year last weekend 
in Houston. The champion successfully defended 
his crown four races before the end of the season 
and becomes just the fifth rider to go back-to-back 
with SX titles 

Photo by Steve Cox 









Counting the cost... 

Three inexplicable injuries in the space of one week 
robbed Monster Energy Yamaha of their MX2 line-up in 
a harsh quirk of fate. A real shame that neither Arnaud 
Tonus, Zach Osborne or Christophe Charlier will be in 
action at the first MXG.P of the season in Holland this 
weekend...if only for their part in the superb video high¬ 
lighted on this page 

Photo by Yamaha/Ray Archer 








Watch Monster Energy Yamaha 









MotoGP 
^hts, cameras... 


The thousands of lightbulbs that overlook the Losail 
asphalt and expanses of Qatari desert have been 
polished and are ready to shed full illumination on 
the few who believe they are the likeliest challengers 
to the fastest Dad on two wheels this weekend. Casey 
Stoner has won four from the last five Grands Prix at 
the venue for the MotoGP season opener 


Photo by Honda Pro images 
















THE NEW 


Perfect start for Ryan Dungey in the AMA Supercross & 

450 Motocross class on the new KTM 450 SX-F Factory Edition 


First podium: AMA Supercross, Round 1! 
First win: AMA Supercross, Round 2! 
"Ready to Race"! 












READY TO RACE 


»www.ktm.com 
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By Steve Matthes, photos by Steve Cox 




class highlights 






nd another two bite the dust. 

The racing in Houston SX was just another 
example why this year - maybe out of any that 
I’ve been involved in the sport - is really about 
attrition. The inevitability of Monster Kawasa¬ 
ki’s Ryan Villopoto clinching his second career 
supercross title has been something we’ve 
been counting down and in Houston he did just 
that. 

Congrats to RV and his entire crew for this and 
even though the field is pretty depleted, I don’t 
think anyone would say that from the begin¬ 


ning Villopoto has been the fastest man. He’s 
certainly stayed out of trouble and apart from 
some early season races where he didn’t get 
the start and had to work up from the back, it’s 
been a pretty drama-free season for Ryan. 

After the race I was speaking to him about his 
accomplishment and in a bit of scary fore¬ 
shadowing for his competition, RV mentioned 
that since he’s wrapped this title up early it’s 
going to allow him more time to get ready for 
outdoors. Last season, in a nail-biter that went 
to the final round in Las Vegas, Villopoto didn’t 






work on motocross until late in the game and tive main events. It was an ugly face-plant and 

it showed as he struggled early on. Now, with Windham might be out for a little while. It was 

more time than ever to work on bike settings the last thing that supercross needed at this 
and training, it could be another green sum- point ahead of a week off and then we’re back 

mer for Villopoto (green as in bonus money at New Orleans, which was supposed to be 

flowing in). Windham’s grand chance to win in front of his 

hometown fans. 

Houston was a Villopoto run to the checkers 

but behind him we saw more carnage. The se- Windham was the guy that most considered 

ries’ most popular rider, GECIO Honda’s Kevin could possibly grab a win at some point 

Windham, hit the deck hard in the heat race whether it be in New Orleans or one of Seattle, 

and was forced to end his streak of consecu- Salt Lake or Las Vegas (the finale). 







GoPro JS7 Main Event 


James Stewart’s season continues 
to ride a stormy sea. JS7 tweeted 
after Houston that he was lucky 
to come away from a heavy fall 
without a scratch 


A racer going the other way and making a 
return from injury was JGR’s James Stewart 
and it went as bad as it could go for him. After 
a great heat race battle with Windham (be¬ 
fore KW crashed with one turn to go), Stewart 
didn’t get the start he was looking for and in 
the process of coming through the pack, went 
long on a tabletop jump and over the bars. 
Stewart walked away but his DNF allowed Vil- 
lopoto to clinch with a bit of a walk. 

By some reports Stewart had been gently 


pushed to show up for Houston by his team 
after he missed Toronto due to head and hand 
injuries and surely now, one has to think that 
we won’t see James on the track again for the 
rest of supercross. In what has been a hell¬ 
ish season for the sport’s most exciting rider, 
Stewart’s battling a hand injury that numbs 
the longer he rides. He’s got to let that heal- 
up before hitting the track and with only four 
races left it’s my opinion that we don’t see him 
for a while. 






The possible departures of Windham and 
Stewart just further digs that knife into the 
heart of the series in what has been a boon for 
privateers. Bobby Kiniry of the Valli Yamaha 
team got his best finish of the year with a 
sixth, Daniel Blair and Preston Mull made their 
first main events of the year and we’ll just hear 
more of this type of things as we go on. The 
opportunity for racers to make some noise for 
their sponsors is there, you just have to grab it. 
In the 250’s, it was again GECIO Honda’s Jus¬ 


tin Barcia who was going to win his sixth race 
of the year to further cement his hold on the 
series when a collision with a lapper (Lance 
Vincent) with three turns to go put him on the 
ground. This allowed KTM’s Ken Roczen the 
chance to cruise by the fallen Barcia and win 
for the first time this year. Roczen’s been a 
bit of a disappointment in that he hasn’t won 
more and he really hasn’t had anything for 
Barcia. Although in Kenny’s defence, he has 
been battling the flu the past few weeks. 





The face says it all 
really. Barcia was both 
far from impressed and 
far from impressive 


Watch Barcia interview 

VIDEO 


It was Barcia s antics after the finish that at- 
tracted the most attention. He ended up get¬ 
ting second and actually gained more points 
but frustrated at Vincent’s move he roosted 
Roczen after the checkers and then went to 
the downed riders, said some things to him 
and then roosted him and the medic that 
was helping out! It was an immature move by 
the champion-elect and the AMA fined him 


$5000.00 for his actions. 

Barcia has been working with former AMA 
champion Jeff Stanton this season and the 
results have been there for everyone to see. 

But then again, it looks like some more things 
still need to be worked on. The move by Vin¬ 
cent wasn’t blameless (he was getting the blue 
lapper flags and there is some bad blood there 
between Vincent and Barcia) but certainly in a 
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blessed season, Barcia should have been able 
to shake it off a little better. After all, he still 
got second and has a nice points advantage! 
Another story was the return of Pro Circuit’s 
Blake Baggett who hasn’t shown the same 
speed and fire from last year. In Houston, 
Baggett led both practices and was a very 
fast third. It’s the slump-busting ride that BB 
needed. He looked confident and fast out there 


and a complete 180 from last week in Toronto 
where his fade got him a nice post-race talk 
(yelling?) from trainer Aldon Baker. 

Barcia should wrap this thing up in New 
Orleans in two weeks, Roczen should have 
some momentum from the win and for the rest 
of the guys it’s now about focusing on the out¬ 
doors during the week off. Turn out the lights, 
this thing is over four weeks early. 







Blake Baggett grabbed a 
third podium of a strangely 
low key supercross season 







AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 
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FAIR DUES PLEASE 



By Steve Matthes 

T he talk out there of putting an asterisk next to 
Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto for 
winning a championship while everyone is hurt is 
just asinine to me. Yes, the field is depleted but 
what we should look at is how much of a freak 
year we had last year when five riders were going 
at it for most of the season. That was awesome 
and incredible all at the same time. This year, 

2012, is much like many other years I’m afraid. 

Villopoto won the championship won last year and 
he was the fastest rider week to week and I chal¬ 
lenge anyone out there to disagree with that. This 
year, when all the top contenders were on the gate, 
Villopoto handled them all. He deserves this title 
and it’s not like he was 50 points back and the 
leader got hurt. Nope, when Ryan Dungey bowed 
out, Villopoto was in the lead. Same with James 
Stewart, Chad Reed, Trey Canard, Andrew Short- 
whomever you want to name. 

Part of the skill of being a top racer is staying 
healthy, I truly believe that. Whatever it is that 
helps a guy like Chad Reed (I know, hurt this year 
but otherwise pretty durable), Andrew Short (ditto 
the Reed thing) and Ryan Dungey (again, I know 
but generally, he's a rock) and Nick Wey (sigh) is a 
real attribute. Maybe it’s not pushing through your 
limits and taking what you can get on that night. 

It’s a skill that earns a rider more money (based on 
points standings that they earn through attrition) 
and more chances to do well. 

Eventually a pattern develops that makes some¬ 
thing become a fact. Ivan Tedesco and Trey Canard 
are hurt just about every year, is that all just a 
coincidence? I say no, there’s something there - in 
their riding or through putting themselves in bad 
spots - to make me believe that it’s not all bad 


luck. Both guys are great guys and hard workers 
but I’m not a believer in luck and destiny and all 
that. You have a skill to jump a triple or blitz the 
whoops better or worse than other racers, why not 
a skill to stay healthy? 

So we’re back to Villopoto and his run at the last 
two years of staying healthy. You may remember 
that RV had two seasons that were wrecked with 
injuries. One year tearing his ACL at the second 
outdoor and one year crashing out at St Louis and 
badly breaking his leg. So what’s the difference 
now? Well if you ask Ryan he’ll tell you that getting 
a trainer, getting in shape, riding smart dedicated 
programs during the week was the answer. He’ll 
tell you that before, because he was a bit tired, he 
was twisting the throttle harder to win but his mind 
and body weren't able to keep up to that desire. 
And that is where accidents happen. In Villopoto’s 
mind, he's absolutely worked hard on and off the 
track so that he can stay within his boundaries out 
at the races. 

And our sport isn’t one that is easy on the guys. 
Racer X uncovered a stat that says the 2003 field 
was so depleted with injury that only three riders 
made every main event and the podium was the 
exact same for the last six races of the year! I’ve 
been doing this a long time either as a mechanic 
or as a media member and injuries have always 
been there. It’s just that they weren’t there last 
year and that was the unique season that was the 
twist in the usual murder mystery novel where the 
butler actually did it. 

So the next time a ‘fan’ says Ryan Villopoto is the 
champion but only because everyone else got hurt, 
remind him of 2011 and who was on top when the 
challengers started dropping off. 


NEWS 



KINIRY FILLS THE GAPS 


T he nomadic life of a professional moto- 
cross racer on the fringe of making a living 
is a strange one indeed. After you realize the 
dream of factory rides and millions of dollars 
is not going to be attained, you set about doing 
the next best thing you can. Just make a living 
racing your dirt bike. It’s still a pretty darned- 
good living. 

One such rider is Star Yamaha’s Bobby Kiniry 
who’s going on his tenth year as a pro and 
finds himself once again in the limelight of 
supercross. Kiniry, from New York, has had 
some shots here and with some teams over 
the years. MotoWorld Suzuki, Cernic’s Kawa¬ 
saki and a few others. He’s a very solid rider 
and more importantly, a great guy who never 
complains. There isn’t anyone who has dealt 
with Bobby from a team or sponsor perspec¬ 
tive who doesn’t come away happy to be help¬ 
ing him. 


And with the injuries to Ryan Morais, Austin 
Stroupe and Nico Izzi, Kiniry found himself 
on the Star Yamaha team three rounds into 
supercross. That sure beat Kiniry’s other plan 
of racing supercross that consisted of, well, sit¬ 
ting home. In Toronto Kiniry got his best finish 
of the year with a 9th and currently sits 18th in 
the series points. As a fill-in guy, there’s noth¬ 
ing more you can ask. 

This summer, as he has done the previous two 
years, Kiniry will head up north to contest the 
Canadian nationals where he ended last sea¬ 
son ranked fifth overall after battling injuries. 
After that, it’s off to Germany to race their su¬ 
percross series. A vagabond life is what Kiniry 
chooses to do at this point but it’s nice to see 
him get a top ten and have the sun shine down 
on a motocross trenchman one more time. 





CANADA THE MAN FOR MCR 


A real surprise this year in the 250 eastern se¬ 
ries is the riding of Jake Canada of the Moto- 
concepts Racing team. As chronicled a few weeks 
ago in this space, the MCR team has decided that 
since they don’t get any help from any manufac¬ 
tures, they won’t promote the brands that they 
race on and that their guys are free to use what 
they want. Hence Mike and Jeff Alessi steering 
Suzuki’s in the 450 class and Vince Friese, Cana¬ 
da and Tommy Weeck all riding Honda CRF250’s. 
Not that you would really know that from looking 
at their bikes. But anyways, Canada has been a 
top five guy and right now, he’s fifth in the points 
ahead of guys like Blake Baggett, Malcolm Stew¬ 
art and really riding great. 


Canada (who’s not from Canada by the way) had 
never been on a team before and in his previous 
two years on the circuit, was privateering it. 

He got picked up by ex-MCR manager David Vuil- 
lemin last year as a fill-in guy and has certainly 
made the most of the promotion. He’s done so 
well that he’s already resigned with the MCR 
team for 2013 and who would’ve thought that 
the first silly season signing of the year would be 
Jake Canada re-upping with Motoconcepts? 

Whatever the reason, Canada has been very solid 
this year and keep your eye on him in the future. 
He’s going to be a player real soon. 
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THE ADDED BENEFITS OF A KIDNEY BELT. IT ALSO OFFERS PERFECT INTEGRATION WITH ANY 


LEATT® NECK BRACE, GIVING YOU THE EDGE TO GET ON TOP! 


DESIGNED TO FIT PERFECTLY WITH ANY LEATT-BRACE® 
SHOULDER AND ELBOW CE APPROVAL TO EN 1621-1 
BACK APPROVED TO EN 1621-2, LEVEL 2 
FRONT CE APPROVED TO prEN 1621-3 LEVEL 2 
SAS-TEC IMPACT ABSORBING MATERIAL IN PROTECTORS 
BRACEON STRAP HOLDS NECK BRACE TO BODY PROTECTOR 
YET ALLOWS INDEPENDANT MOVEMENT 


• COOL, COMFORTABLE AND BREATHABLE MESH 

• ZIP OFF SLEEVES 

• WORN UNDER SHIRT 

• THREE SIZES THAT FIT RIDERS APPROX. 40- 110KG 
(90-240 POUNDS) AND 160 TO 196CM (5’ 3" TO 6’ 5" FT) TALL 















A-Z OF THE FIM MOTOCROSS 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer 


R ound one of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship is just hours and minutes 
away after a seven month hiatus of Grand Prix 
racing. As the FIM series gets ready to unwind 
at Valkenswaard in Holland here is a guide as 
to what you might see and expect over the next 
half a year of battling in MX1 and MX2... 
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A Antonio Cairoli 

Even though he prefers to be called 
‘Tony’ it would be highly appropriate to 
open this section with the current dominant 
rider of Grand Prix motocross. The Sicilian 
is now 26 years old and has won five world 
championships in the past seven years (he 
missed out on a shot at third MX2 crown in 
2008 because of a mid-season knee injury). 
The reason for the Red Bull KTM rider’s as¬ 
cendancy is a skill in doing it a little faster, a 


little better, a little safer and a lot more con¬ 
sistent than his peers. 222 is an open, friendly 
and down to earth ambassador for the sport. 
Some of the early flamboyance might have 
gone but the fierce talent almost always shows 
through...especially in the sand. 

In 2012 he aims to be the most successful MX1 
rider in the short history of the class. He has 
already equalled Stefan Everts’ haul of three 
titles, www.tonycairoli.com 





A-Z OF MXGP 


B Britain 

Belgium, France, Italy, Germany, New 
Zealand, and South Africa are the only 
nations to have tasted MX1 or MX2 FIM World 
Championship success since the invention of 
the classes in 2004. Great Britain has been 
waiting patiently for a rider like Tommy Searle 
to forge an authentic bid and the current Mon¬ 
ster Energy CLS Kawasaki Pro Circuit racer 
came close in 2008. 

After a decent comeback term in 2011 many 
expect the 22 year old to go toe-to-toe with 
Red Bull KTM’s Jeffrey Herlings for MX2 hon¬ 
ours. It is eleven years since the UK last had a 


C Clement Desalle 

The clear leader of the 2011 MX1 World 
Championship until the first of two non- 
Grand Prix race injuries derailed the Rockstar 
Energy Suzuki World MX1 rider’s season. De¬ 
salle is a class act that is getting wiser as the 
years pass. Fie was third in 2009, second in 
2010 and perhaps could have taken Cairoli all 
the way to the wire in ’ll. Incredibly still only 
22, Desalle needs to work a little on his profile 


world champ. Keep an eye out for Jake Nichol- 
Is in the same class and Shaun Simpson on 
factory backed Yamaha material in MX1. 



away from track as the modern day motocross 
athlete has to be about more than just results 
for the sport/team/brand/sponsors to prosper. 
Belgium’s main hope in the FIM series, Desalle 
will be afforded centre stage even further in 
2012 thanks to a GP on home French-Belgian 
turf for the first time since 1995 (round eight in 
Bastogne). 


D Dunlop 

After steadily stepping back into the 
FIM World Championship during the 
past two seasons with their support of the 
works Flonda World Motocross Team, the tyre 
giant continues its expansion in the motocross 
paddock and an attempt at wider conscious¬ 
ness in the European off-road community 
through the medium of GPs. The ‘rubber’ war 
in the sport is a curious mix of territories 


and priorities. Pirelli undoubtedly have the 
upperhand in Europe with six factory teams 
while Dunlop are remerging and Michelin and 
Golden Tyre are also players. In the USA the 
roles are reversed with Dunlop the widespread 
brand of choice for Supercross but Pirelli are 
trying to crack the monopoly and count James 
Stewart’s exceptional throttle hand among 
their arsenal. 


East - Russia, Latvia, Thailand 

The FIM Motocross World Champion¬ 
ship is developing a distinctive eastern 
flavour for 2012 and the coming years. After 
visiting Latvia since 2009 the series returns to 
Russia for the first time since 2002 in July and 
then can count on a two year trip to Thailand 


thanks to the contract signed by Youthstream 
at the 2011 Motocross of Nations in France. 
How long before the championship enters the 
fresh sales hotspots of China, Indonesia and 
eastern Asia for the manufacturers? 












Frossard 

The third member of the likely quartet for 
the 2012 MX1 World Championship over 
sixteen rounds in the next six months is Mon¬ 
ster Energy Yamaha’s Steven Frossard; the ’ll 
runner-up and recently crowned Italian Cham¬ 
pion. The 24 year old Frenchman is the person¬ 
ification of a ‘collected rider’; very little seems 
to rattle him and during his rookie season last 
year he went a long way in casting free from 
the overly aggressive crasher tag that accom¬ 
panied his efforts in MX2. As with most of the 
MX1 elite, keeping free of injury niggles will be 
a key factory for Frossard but if he rides as in 


GPA 

The seepage of electronics into the FIM 
Motocross World Championship begun 
to reach fuller consciousness in 2011 with the 
Italian firm GET continuing development of 
their prototype GPA (GET Power Assistance) 
technology, an indirect form of traction control. 
GET use the Monster Energy Yamaha team and 
the Red Bull KTM squad as factory guinea pigs 
for GPA. The firm also have logging connec¬ 
tions with Rockstar Energy Suzuki. Technician 


H Honda 

Team Manager of factory Honda World 
Motocross, Lorenzo Resta, commented 
in an interview recently that the current race- 
bikes used by star riders Evgeny Bobryshev 
and Rui Goncalves are the most exotic ma¬ 
chines to come out of Honda’s R&D depart¬ 
ment in Japan for more than two decades. The 
combination of the completely reworked CR- 
F450R with Showa air suspension and chassis 
chiselled from the factory floor means that 


Sweden last July - with a convincing double 
moto sweep - then there will be little stopping 
the DIY fanatic in becoming France’s first MX1 
number one. www.steven-frossard.com 



Enrico Eger explains a little about the direction 
for 2012: “This winter we asked ‘what we can 
do to help the rider even more?’ So we worked 
for more resolution and flexibility of GPA, in 
this way we have more options to propose to 
our riders, and then follow their different rid¬ 
ing style. We like to push and find new ways to 
improve the performance of a bike and to help 
riders to use all of this performance.” www. 
getdata.it 


the red bikes (inexplicably ‘over-white’ this 
season) are the main technical novelties of the 
paddock. The production-based 2011 motorcy¬ 
cles were already extremely competent from 
the gate and enough to promote ‘Bobby’ as a 
real star in the making...new ground in terms 
of performance could be broken with the latest 
tools the Italian squad have at their disposal. 
www.hondaproracing.com 





A-Z OF MXGP 


Internet - MXlife 

With most modern televisions equipped 
with WIFI as part of their specs it is easier 
than ever to stream live content to a screen 
that doesn’t have to be a home computer. 

There is no easier way to watch the FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship than live through 
the web. There is content aplenty with free 
clips involving news, onboard laps and analysis 
from the likes of commentator Paul Malin. Pay 
a season fee and watch coverage of all the mo- 
tos on raceday. MX Life was set-up in 2011 and 
the general opinion among the press was that 


J Jeffrey Herlings 

After his battles with Ken Roczen for the 
2011 MX2 crown Jeffrey Herlings enters 
2012 as nominal favourite. The 17 year old 
knows he can bank maximum points in per¬ 
haps three of the sixteen Grands Prix thanks to 
his reputation as the ‘world’s fastest sand rid¬ 
er’. He has been unbeatable at Valkenswaard 
for the past two seasons so the easy money 
would be on the teenager this weekend. 


it might have been more beneficial to launch 
the facility on either a free or extremely cheap 
basis to construct a mass online following. Of 
course Youthstream’s TV deals and the ex¬ 
penses of establishing such a service restricted 
this possibility. Anyhow, there was some very 
creative and entertaining exclusive content on 
the website as the season rolled on. For keen 
motocross fans or even those wanting a taster 
it is well worthwhile. For more info click here: 
www.mx-life.tv 


If Herlings does carry a weakness then it could 
be the tendency to step over the limit when 
unrequired. Judging by last year, on some oc¬ 
casions, he will have only himself to beat but 
this could be another challenge for the works 
KTM rider...winning from the front. If the main 
gong falls into his hands then Herlings will be 
the first Dutch World Championship since Pe¬ 
dro Tragter in 1993 (125cc with a Suzuki). 



K ktm 

For more than ten years KTM have 
cornered a section of the paddock for 
having the fastest machinery and the riders to 
match. The MX1/MX2 combination of Cairoli- 
Roczen in 2011 was jaw-dropping, and most 
believe Herlings will step in the AMA-based 
German’s shoes. The 250SX-F were the bikes 
to have in terms of first corner prowess, and 
from the nine years of MX2 KTM have cel¬ 
ebrated six rider championships. The 350SX-F 
has been suitably modified to give Tony Cairoli 
enough confidence to opt for the motorcycle 


again in 2012. In fact the only weak spot of 
the team has been the unfortunate situation 
with Max Nagl and a back problem that puts 
his participation for the first half of the season 
in major doubt. Rumoured shock LS Honda 
‘defectee’ Ken De Dycker will certainly test the 
capabilities of the 450SX-F having worked his 
way through several sets of Japanese motors 
for the past two years. In a quieter role it will 
be interesting to see how former 125cc two- 
stroke champion Jordi Tixier can manage the 
pressure of a works berth, www.ktm.at 


L Lommel 

The home of the 66th Motocross of 
Nations this year and the first time the 
meeting is hosted by Belgium since Zolder in 
2003. Regular visitors to the famed training lo¬ 
cation for many Grand Prix stars will be asking 
questions of the viewing capabilities (minimal) 
and suitability for an premier event in the deep 
sand where the racers are slowly battling the 
terrain as much as each other by the end of 
the motos. Affirmations by the organisation in 

elude the construction of spectator banking to 
provide a better and wider perspective of the 
site. For many Lommel might not be the pretti¬ 
est but it is almost unique at this level for the 
challenge it offers. For non-American fans and 
participants it will present the best opportunity 
of knocking the reigning champions off their 
perch and end seven years of domination. 


MX1 

Again the premier class boasts a raft 
of former Grand Prix winners. In total 
17 of the 40 riders on the entry list for the first 
round in Holland have tasted victory cham¬ 
pagne in the FIM Motocross World Champion¬ 
ship. Three riders have been World Champi¬ 
ons. Supported by this pedigree it’s likely that 
the range of podium finishers (9 in 2010, 8 in 
2011) will again be high but the actual posse of 


The official website launches Easter Monday. 
www.mxon2012.com 



racers going for the crown will narrow to a se¬ 
lect bunch. OTOR’s tip for the title contenders? 
The obvious faces in Cairoli, Desalle, Frossard 
and Pourcel but Evgeny Bobryshev could play 
the consistency card and a hard charger like 
David Philippaerts cannot be ruled out for his 
experience (the Italian will be the second old¬ 
est racer in MX1 at 28, just behind Marc De 
Reuver, 29, as the senior man of the class). 
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Nismes 

It was late in being confirmed but 
Belgium (the French speaking Walloon 
region) will have a Grand Prix with the teams 
making a three-week loop from France to Por¬ 
tugal and up to Bastogne for round eight. 


OTOR 

OK, a self-gratifying entry in this list 
but important to state that OTOR will 
be providing full coverage of the FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship even to far flung 
locations such as Mexico, Brazil, Latvia and 
Russia. We’ll have regular features from the 
paddock, blogs and opinions on news and - 
thankfully - top class photos from industry 


P Pourcels 

A special squad with special riders will 
be the Team CP377 Monster Energy 
Kawasaki Pro Circuit outfit with Christophe 
and Sebastien Pourcel both tacking 2012 as a 
form of re-birth. The former showed towards 
the end of 2011 that once the KX450F is set-up 
to his liking then there is little stopping him 
(three moto wins from the last six) although 
the former SX and MX world champ has kept 
a very low profile during pre-season in terms 
of international event appearances. Seb will be 
looking for the kind of form and prowess that 


Nismes was the last (very rainy) visit to the 
distinct zone of the country in 2005 and now 
the town infamous for a bloody and wintery 
battle in the second world war will take centre 
stage for the first time this century. 


leader Ray Archer. Where possible we’ll post 
videos provided by Youthstream and through 
Monster Energy and will endeavour to have 
some more competitions running through 
2012. Simply enter your email via the website 
to receive one email (no spam or marketing 
blurb) every two weeks informing you when a 
new issue is ready and posted online. 


elevated his status to a Motocross of Nations 
class winner in 2008. It was that same year 
that he wrecked his shoulder while compet¬ 
ing in a holiday race in Guadalupe and he has 
been in search of the winner’s circle through 
a series of ailments ever since. Team CP377 
is so far an understated faction of the MX1 
class in 2012 but one that will be impossible to 
ignore. The main question will focus on Chris¬ 
tophe and whether he can put together a full 
campaign for the first time since 2010. 
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Qualification Heat 

The means by which pole position and 
the selection of slots inside the start 
gat^iave been decided since 2009. The 
twenty minute dash on Saturday afternoon 
adds extra weight to the practice timetable and 
certainly creates more of an event over the two 
days. The race seems to be a preferred method 
of determining the qualification rank 


ing with the riders (in some ways it allows 
an appreciation of the track degradation and 
also permits a practice start before the motos 
on Sunday). David Philippaerts and Clement 
Desalle grabbed four heat wins a piece in 2010 
while Cairoli was the leader in 2011 with five 
pole positions. 


R Races 

The sixteen rounds of 2012 will repre¬ 
sent the longest FIM Motocross World 
Championship since 2005 when the series 
stretched to seventeen events. Three will be 
non-European. Riders completing a full-season 
will start 32 motos and exit the gate 48 times 
if Qualification Heats are included. The subject 
of non-GP meetings remains a polemic issue. 
Half of the paddock believes the heat of 


Survival 

Touched on in the previous passage, a 
rider’s ability to stay out of the medical 
centre is now a valued commodity and there is 
an increasing feeling that an individual’s stars 
have to align at the right time for anything like 
a perfect season to be achieved. Tony Cairoli 
has won the MX1 title for the last three years 
and it is no co-incidence that the Sicilian has 
finished every single moto that has contributed 
to those crowns. The new cliche in press conf 


competition is the best form of training while 
another contingent have already had their 
hands burnt through trying to juggle priori¬ 
ties outside of the world stage. Smaller teams 
have commitments to domestic sponsors and 
a home audience/market. As the injury plague 
through 2011 showed (and the ongoing AMA 
SX campaign) attrition and preservation will be 
the main ingredients to overall success. 


erences over the last two to three years has 
been a rider’s pronouncement of satisfaction 
in emerging unscathed through a Grand Prix 
as much as any decent result he or she might 
have obtained. Hopefully it won’t arrive to a 
situation where the injury dossier is a more 
immediate source of information than an entry 
list as has been the case with Supercross in 
12 . 



T Tracks 

Of the sixteen tracks involved in the 
2012 FIM Motocross World Champion¬ 
ship four will be unknown to the Grand Prix 
stars, two will involve sandy terrain, one will 
see them tackling a loamy soil, two tracks 
involve softer dirt and seven will take place on 
hard-pack (assuming the Grand Prix of Spain 
might be confirmed at Bellpuig in Catalunya 
once more). With up to four classes (Veterans, 


Women’s World Championship and European 
EMX250 and EMX125) playing a supporting 
role at some stage through the season some 
surfaces could be battered by as many as four 
different categories over a weekend. This will 
be the case in the coming few days with the 
MX3 (open class) and Women joining the MX1 
and MX2 stars in Holland. 




A-Z OF MXGP 
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U Uddevalla 

One of the staple circuits on the Grand 
Prix calendar for well over a decade. 
The location of the Grand Prix of Sweden is 
home to a motoclub that now has a well-oiled 
system in place for hosting a premier FIM 
event. Uddevalla has been reversed, re-graded, 
modified and updated since 2001 to provide a 
21st century sport with a capable facility, and 


V Valkenswaard 

The shallow sandy circuit 6km south of 
Eindhoven has been working its way up 
the ‘Grand Prix circuit ranking’ over the past 
four years. In 2009 it represented the fourth 
stop on the calendar, 2010 the third, last year 
it was second and for 2012 it opens the FIM 
Motocross World Championship. The Easter 
weekend fixture should see a decent turnout 
of fans and industry from across the northern 
European territories (with close proximity to 
Belgian and German borders) but it will be 
miraculous if the 20+ degree temperatures 
that provided early suntans at the event twelve 
months ago repeat this coming week, http:// 
www.gpvalkenswaard.nl/ 


Workers 

80 riders in MX1 and MX2 thanks to 
40 official teams means an eclectic 
gathering travelling the breadth of the globe 
through the course of six months. Each team 
traditionally counts on a mechanic per rider, 
manager, engine technician, suspension tech 
and assistants and then separate services from 
tyres and apparel and perhaps other compo 


the strength of interest in the Scandinavian 
meeting holds steady despite relatively little 
representation from local riders at Grand Prix 
level. Uddevalla is a pebbly and slippery track 
with numerous undulations and a steep rocky 
hillside adjacent to the course that permits a 
genuine (and slightly perilous) bird’s eye view 
of the action, http://www.uddevallagp.com/ 



nents. For a crew with two racers the staffing 
will stand around 7-8 people hitting the roads 
with other personnel back at the workshop or 
factory. Amid the bustle is the Youthstream 
army of staff that numbers at more than 40 
per GP covering areas such as TV, logistics, 
event organisation and communications. 






A-Z OF MXGP 


X KX450F 

Gautier Paulin will be sole factory 
‘rookie’ in the MX1 class for 2012. The 
Frenchman claimed the Grand Prix of Italy for 
Monster Energy Yamaha in a wild-card appear¬ 
ance for the ’ll curtain-closer but this will be 
the talented Frenchman’s first full term as part 
of the premier division on the Kawasaki Racing 
Team KX450F. Paulin’s progress will be 


Y Yamaha 

With a six-strong rider presence in both 
the MX1 and MX2 categories and au¬ 
thentic prototype material (Christophe Char- 
lier’s YZ250FM is the sole Yamaha 250F to 
carry fuel injection) Monster Energy Yamaha 
can claim to have the biggest and most cos¬ 
mopolitan squad in Grand Prix racing (like 
KTM there are five nations on the black, blue 
and green motorcycles). Although Charlier and 


Zzzz Monster Energy 

The FIM World Championship paddock 
will again be awash with the green Mon¬ 
ster Energy claw both on the track and off, and 
the distinctive aroma of the drink will again 
give the series its own flavour. The principal 
sponsors of the sport bring their identity and 
priority to motocross and have started to covet 
beach races, supercross and even Speedway in 


interesting to chart and in particular his feel¬ 
ing with the works machine that didn’t quite 
get the best out of the likes of Tanel Leok or 
Jonathan Barragan but was an apt foil for Xa¬ 
vier Boog. The bike makes up a quarter of the 
start gate at Valkenswaard and France will have 
three extremely quick riders on green. A fourth 
will turn out for... 


Zach Osborne face injury problems the scope 
of the team is ambitious. A little bit of trivia... 
Yamaha is also the only team to carry a for¬ 
mer MX1 world champion in their ranks. David 
Philippaerts won the title in 2008 and other 
peers Stefan Everts (retired) and Steve Ramon 
(recovering from long-term injury) are inactive, 
www.yamaha-racing.com 


Europe. For the few grateful hacks and photog¬ 
raphers left in Grand Prix press rooms until the 
early hours of a Monday morning after each 
of the sixteen rounds the three main flavours 
(although the coffee based ‘Loca Moca’ is a 
favourite) make print deadlines a little more 
realistic www.monsterenergy.com 











HO NEWS 

FIRST GP BUILD-UP CHAOS! 


I t seems no motocross pre-season period can 
go smoothly without some element of drama 
being chucked in at the last minute. 

One week before the opening Grand Prix of 
sixteen and Honda have lost one of their main 
riders and Yamaha are missing their entire 
MX2 quota for Valkenswaard. As a glut of rid¬ 
ers, teams and brands will attest, this sport 
has a nasty recurring habit of throwing months 
of hard work into the gutter at the slightest 
moment of notice. 

By now it is well known that Christophe Char- 
lier, Zach Osborne and Arnaud Tonus are 
nursing breaks of one kind or another. It seems 
that Charlier will be quickest back into MX2 
action thanks to a relatively minor bone snap 
in his right foot. 


As OTOR goes online Tonus is having a scan 
to determine the extent of a break in his left 
scaphoid and Osborne had surgery on Monday 
for a collarbone fracture that was already near 
a plated section of the bone. 

Over at the LS Honda team the Belgians are 
scurrying around for a replacement for Ken De 
Dycker as the former Suzuki and Yamaha racer 
has moved onwards after just one year in red. 
Rumours indicate that ‘Keeno’ will end up on 
Max Nagl’s factory Red Bull KTM (the Ger¬ 
man out until round five at least) in a mess of 
contracts as the Belgian was already a Mon¬ 
ster Energy athlete. Reasons for his departure 
are officially unknown and open to conjecture 
until De Dycker explains in public. If he does 
join his third factory team then the potential to 
wreck havoc with the rapid 450SX-F is enor¬ 
mous. 


MORE HONDA FUN WITH 
XTRIEME ACADEMY 


E ven though Honda’s CRF150R falls some¬ 
where into a gap between the European 
125cc two-stroke series that is now enjoying 
status alongside the FIM Motocross World 
Championship and the European MX2 (250cc 
four-strokes) there is no denying that the light 
and nimble four-stroke has some role to play 
in the development of young riders and racers. 
It might be falling foul of the regulations to a 
degree but Honda’s belief in the project has 
led to expansion of the Honda Xtreme Acad¬ 
emy for a third year. 

Essentially a single make series for kids with a 
decent ‘shop window’ effect thanks to the em¬ 
phasis place by the manufacturer, the academy 
will offer events in the UK, Ireland, Italy, Swe¬ 
den, Finland, Norway, Denmark, and Belgium 
for ‘12. 


For more info see: http://www.hondaproracing. 
com/xtreme-academy/ 



O'l'OR TO RUN FIRST GP 
SPECIAL EDITION 


K eep an eye online next Tuesday, as OTOR 
will be turned around in a week to make 
the most of the first Motocross and MotoGP 
events of 2012. Even though the MXGP takes 
place on Easter Monday we’ll still be aiming 
to get a special edition published to focus on 


Valkenswaard and Losail with the usual great 
pics and inside views from trackside. 

We’ll send a notification from the website, so 
if you don’t want to miss out then simply drop 
your email address into the box provided. 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 




RECKONING... 

By Adam Wheeler 


T here are only two ways to remove the MXl 
championship from the hands of Tony Cairoli. 
The first is to pray for a twist of fate, a twist of a 
limb here-or-there or the hope that the Sicilian is 
no longer finding the fun factor in his racing. The 
second is to enter the first moto at Valkenswaard 
this weekend with the knowledge that all the ef¬ 
fort and bravery you are going to commit over 
the following forty minutes is going to have to be 
diligently repeated another thirty-one times in six 
months. 


Of course any valid MXl title aspirants are trained 
and focussed towards this goal but the weight of 
statistics lay in favour of the KTM rider. He has 
stood alone for the last three years with the crown 
in his possession before the venue of the final 
Grand Prix has even opened its gates. It is now 
time to see if anyone has the mental strength or 
resilience to go the distance with 222. Of the cur¬ 
rent MXl pack only two have managed to wear 
an FIM medal, David Philippaerts and Christophe 
Pourcel. One is fighting back to fitness and form 
after a horrific injury in 2011 (although encourag¬ 
ingly is racing with a smile on his face compared 
to the serious scowl that could be found for the 
past two seasons) and the second is an unpredict¬ 
able mass of talent that is more than capable of 
defeating the champion...if he doesn’t implode 
himself first. 


Stefan Everts used a truism that ‘you win your title 
on your bad days’ - the idea being that your worst 
results would be the ones that really determine 
your credentials - and I thought it was a pretty 
sensible assertion back near the beginning of the 
century before it began to be overused and quickly 
entered the cliche catalogue. There doesn’t seem 
to be many riders willing to commit to a long-term 



view these days. Some admit the points table 
casts a ‘hoodoo’ effect on their form or propen¬ 
sity for mistakes. Others publicly confess to not 
wanting to look beyond the next race as if a lack 
of concentration on the job at hand will be detri¬ 
mental. It would be refreshing for a rider to say at 
the early stages of the season ‘I’m going for this 
championship and will do what it takes’. It’s a risky 
move but, boy, would it be refreshing, and signal 
true intent. 

It is around this time of year that I am usually 
asked for predictions. Or at least a preview text 
that demands a few opinions, tips or judgements. 

If there is anything I’ve learned in twelve years of 
following the Grand Prix scene then it’s all pretty 
pointless. How many waved the flag of favour in 
Zach Osborne’s direction over the past few weeks? 
Even I had to concede the American was looking 
fitter and feistier than ever only for the old injury 
scenario to begin its onslaught early this year. 

While I think someone like Clement Desalle could 
be quick enough on a regular basis, his youth 
(still 22) and a need to take everything a bit too 
seriously means that he gives the impression of 
walking on a knife edge. Evgeny Bobryshev is a 
diamond but have the rough edges gone? Can 
Rui Goncalves step up in MXl as he did in MX2 
and will the most likely threat to Cairoli, Steven 
Frossard, obtain the share of good fortune needed 
to take the series to an exciting conclusion? Will 
he be thinking of that second moto in Germany as 
much as the one in which he is about to embark in 
less than a week? 

Wish I had some answers but then - for us at the 
side of the track - it’d certainly rob the fun out of it 
all. 







READY FOR GREEN UGHT: 
5 REASONS NOT TO MISS MotoGP 

By Adam Wheeler, photos by Andrew Northcott/Milagro/Ducati Corse Press/www.yamahamotogp.com/www.motogp.com 


O TOR will be tracking the full MotoGP 
season thanks to expert collaborators 
Matthew Roberts (presenter of the BBC’s live 
broadcasts) and Gavin Emmett (international 
feed commentator, voice of the post-race in¬ 
terviews, After the Flag podcast presenter and 


the face of Speed TV’s USA MotoGP coverage) 
along with some of the best photographs we 
can get our hands on. 

Here are a few examples of why the eighteen 
round 2012 campaign should be firmly inked in 
your diary or TV planner... 


OTOR’s Ones to Watch: MotoGP 


Cal Crutchlow - Pre-season test lap charts have 
pointed towards Britain’s fastest MotoGP rep¬ 
resentative for quite some time. Crutchlow trod 
deep water during his rookie season in 2011 
but the new YZR-M1 seems to suit the former 
World Supersport Champion and his progress 
at Sepang and Jerez was even a little surprising 
(top seven, top five). If he can keep injury-free 
then the UK might be able to count on a podi¬ 
um appearance in the premier class for the first 
time since the British Grand Prix in 2000. 



I New grids 

MotoGP continues to shape-shift in terms 
of regulations and never-ending flexibility. 

2012 will carry more interest from a techni¬ 
cal viewpoint thanks not only to the adoption 
of a lOOOcc formula (and likely to stay at that 
capacity for the foreseeable) but also the flux 
of CRT (Claiming Rule Team) motorcycles that 
will flesh out grid numbers, if not expanding 
the group pushing for significant results. 

The sport is not set in stone however with 
meetings two weeks ago at Jerez and more set 
for Qatar where the new direction of Dorna, 

IRTA (International Road Racing Teams As¬ 
sociation) and the MSMA (Motorcycle Sports 
Manufacturers Association) will be to shrink the 
gulf between the performance of factory ma¬ 
chines and CRT equipment. Among the sugges¬ 
tions rumoured for 2013 and beyond include a 
control ECU, price capping on the hire of works 
motorcycles, engine limitations and a rule 
where riders are to be restricted to one bike... 
all with an effort to slim the expenses. 


Away from the politics and meeting rooms the 
basic appearance of MotoGP will mean new 
splashes of colours and some potentially in¬ 
teresting race scenarios as the factories and 
private teams continue to develop fresh tech¬ 
nology and effectively synergise with the latest 
batch of hardware from Bridgestone. The ma¬ 
ligned 800cc era was dragged through the door 
kicking and screaming thanks to that thrilling 
climax at Valencia in November but the possi¬ 
bilities of the 1000s carries a fascinating ques¬ 
tion mark. The riders have hinted that the tyre- 
sliding days of the 990s in the mid-1990s are 
unlikely to be replicated thanks to the advance¬ 
ment of electronics that now harness all the 
possible power of the engines below them but 
the bigger, slightly heavier and more torquey 
racewear could influence some of the action 
we see in and out of the corners. Sixteen bikes 
started the final round of 2011 in Spain with 
that number including two wild-cards. Twenty- 
one riders should line-up at Qatar and this total 
should increase further as MotoGP evolves over 
the next half a decade. 


DON’T MISS MotoGP 
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OTOR’s Ones to Watch: Moto2 



Pol Espargaro - The 2010 125cc world cham¬ 
pionship contender and youngest ever rider to 
score GP points needed a season to acclima¬ 
tise to the Moto2 600 but has been one of the 
protagonists in pre-season tests and his talent 
is obvious after shining as a teenager through 
five years of MotoGP. Marc Marquez will hold 
the baton for Spain and carries the biggest 
target on his back but the lively Espargaro - 
under the tutelage of former champion Sito 
Pons - is worth keeping an eye on. 


2 Honda vs Yamaha, Stoner vs Lorenzo 

With the premier class reduced to the 
participation of three principal manufactur¬ 
ers and - sadly for the neutrals - Ducati still 
showing signs through pre-season testing that 
they require more time to be in the hunt for 
the chequered flag, the onus for victory falls 
squarely in two camps and on two heads. More 
or less the battle lines are drawn as they were 
in 2011 with defending champion Casey Stoner 
straddling the sizeable investment made by 
HRC into their RC213V and 2010 number one 
Jorge Lorenzo the chief hope for Yamaha with 
their new YZR-M1 the clear protagonists; not 
only after tests but based on previous form. 

In 2010 Lorenzo only missed the podium twice, 
picked up nine wins and set a new MotoGP 
points record. Although he didn’t have to face 
Stoner on a Honda. Last year the Australian 


also missed the podium on just two occasions 
and celebrated ten triumphs. Although Lor¬ 
enzo was out for the last three rounds and the 
Spaniard struggled with a clearly inferior Ml. 
From the outings in Sepang and Jerez it would 
seem that Stoner has gained the upperhand in 
terms of the pre-season voice of authority but 
the Yamahas have not been far away and the 
potential for Lorenzo to take the fight closer 
to the Repsol runner appears encouraging. 
Perhaps to declare the 2012 series a ‘duel’ is 
a little unfair on the likes of Dani Pedrosa, Ben 
Spies, Andrea Dovizioso and maybe even Cal 
Crutchlow but the weight of statistics back the 
profiles of ‘99’ and ‘27/1’ for the overall desti¬ 
nation of the title. Unless of course a certain 
Valentino Rossi can have his say. 


Busiest MotoGP circuits (numbers counted across three days *denotes rainy conditions) 


238, 000 - Brno, Czech Republic* 
233, 932 - Jerez, Spain* 

230, 133 - Sachsenring, Germany 

176, 200 - Le Mans, France 

157, 708 - Silverstone, Great Britain* 

Roomiest MotoGP circuits 

95, 100 - Phillip Island, Australia* 
82, 530 - Misano, San Marino 
62, 114 - Estoril, Portugal* 

53, 212 - Motegi, Japan 
15, 670 - Losail, Qatar 
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Join the rest 


MotoGP is a global party. At least this is 
what it says ‘on the box’ and Dorna have some 
impressive stats to back up the claim that the 
sport is the most watched, most visible and 
most sought-after motorsport behind Formula 
One across the continents. 

There are over 250 countries in the world and 
Dorna claim their live TV transmission of Mo¬ 
toGP reaches 207 of them, meaning the poten¬ 
tial household net of the sport numbers 280 
million. TV pictures are brought to you through 
the company’s in-house department but also 


around 5500 accredited cameramen and staff 
that cover the series through the year. Another 
5000 channel the sport via print, web and 
radio. In total representatives from 58 nations 
are working in media centres at the eighteen 
circuits to bring word of MotoGP to the mass¬ 
es. If you headed to one of those tracks in 2011 
then you were one of more than 2.3 million 
spectators that sampled the sounds and smell 
of the racing and according to Dorna’s market¬ 
ing info 93% of you are likely to return to the 
viewing enclosures again this year. 
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Watch through the screen 


m OTOR ran a story with Dorna’s TV direc¬ 
tor, Sergi Sendra, a few issues ago that re¬ 
vealed the sport is looking at new possibilities 
to bring the racing into the 3D age. MotoGP 
is already enjoyed through TV screens and 
through a comprehensive package (in HD) via 
www.motogp.com. If you haven’t already read 
the interview then check it out here: 
http://ontrackoffroad.com/magazine/otor-de- 
cember-20th-20/?numpage=24 
The website carries post-session interviews 
and race reactions from the principal char¬ 
acters of MotoGP plus a treasure-trove of old 
memories and highlights. It comes at a price 
but what doesn’t these days? I can recall a 
high-profile motocross racer telling me he was 
interested in visiting a MotoGP event on prac 


Grands Prix best enjoyed on TV 


Qatar - A Grand Prix in the desert and at night 
means an event engineered for TV and thanks 
to the light bouncing from the bikes and tar¬ 
mac MotoGP will not look any more dramatic 
or impressive throughout the year. Losail has 
hosted a Grand Prix since 2004 and although 
sandy asphalt can be a problem, Qatar is 
normally a firm fixture with viewers thanks to 
status as the series opener since 2007. 


tice days but preferred to return home and 
watch the race itself through the TV as it was 
‘better’. There is no doubt that the presenta¬ 
tion of MotoGP through the screen involves an 
exceptionally high standard with multiple cam¬ 
era angles and the innovative girocam onboard 
view. The onboard perspectives is one sphere 
in which Dorna and MotoGP have covered 
new ground in motorsport television produc¬ 
tion with positions covered from the throttle, 
footpeg, fairing and rear seat unit. Overall they 
contribute to more than 7000 hours of MotoGP 
pumped onto TV with almost 60% of that dedi¬ 
cated to live broadcast. Any new and dynamic 
ways to showcase MotoGP will be appreciated 
with marketing data pointing to a group of 
70% of viewers under the age of 35. 




Laguna Seca - This scratchers’ track on the 
Californian coast allows television crews to re¬ 
ally home-in on the visual ‘delights’ of MotoGP; 
the twitching, sliding, protesting bikes zipping 
through heat haze and hitting the curbs and 
limits through corners such as Rainey and the 
Corkscrew. It seems the bikes are barely verti¬ 
cal for more than a second or two a lap. The 
Rossi-Stoner battles of recent years mean that 
it can also throw up some juicy fare. 


Phillip Island - Forgetting the fact that the cli¬ 
mate is usually a problem (wind, rain and cold) 
Phillip Island is one of those fast and flowing 
race-tracks that has produced decades of excit¬ 
ing action...so much so that you want to see 
every corner. Casey Stoner currently has an iron 
grip on the place and event and the Aussie event 
is normally one race guaranteed to make the 
highlights reel. 





OTOR’s Ones to Watch: Moto3 


Maverick Vinales - KTM’s Danny Kent has 
put his best foot forward with Austrian power 
beneath him during the previous three months 
but the exciting impact that Spaniard Maver¬ 
ick Vinales carried through his debut season 
in 2011 (four wins and nine podiurns no less) 
means the FTR racer is the pick of the crop for 
the coming months. 
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Moto3 


Ah, the sad loss of the persecuted two- 
strokes. The smell, rasp and overall sensation 
that the 125s and 250s were a pure breed of 
racing machinery is now a nostalgic take on 
the sport. The Moto2 category is three years 
old and while being at the track and seeing 
and hearing the Honda-engined motorcycles 
does not evoke the same sense of awe as the 
250s, the focus has been moved away from the 
power and onto the riders themselves with a 
fantastic line-up of talent with the 600s. Lap- 
times continue to drop for Moto2; these bikes 
are not as slow as their demeanour might sug¬ 
gest. 

Moto3 could very much produce a similar out¬ 
put with the end of the pricey 125cc Aprilia/ 
Derbi era and emphasis now on the battle 


between the Honda 250cc four-stroke engine 
and KTM’s latest offering that has led the way 
in the virginal tests completed in Europe over 
the winter. KTM will supply nine riders with 
engine material in 2012 (one more than the 
rules state for a manufacturer entering the 
class for the first year) and the junior divi¬ 
sion has now become one of economic reality 
with engine prices fixed at 12,000 euros - al¬ 
though whether a loophole for additional kits 
and spare parts kicks this budget into touch 
remains to be seen. Like the ongoing progress 
in Moto2 and the CRT experiment in MotoGP, 
Moto3 provides another new splinter of tech¬ 
nical curiosity in the series overall, that has 
perhaps never known such a fertile time for 
the engineers. For Moto3 it will be interesting 
to see who wins with what and why... 
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A VIEW...Moto2 


T he third season of the Moto2 World Cham¬ 
pionship promises to be the best yet, 
which will take some doing because for the 
past two years it has been the most entertain¬ 
ing road racing class in the world. 

Resembling something akin to a 40-man bar 
room brawl on wheels, the intermediate cate¬ 
gory this season boasts its strongest ever field 
with strength in depth throughout and hardly 
any of the ‘Yay-daddy-bought-me-a-bike!’ 
entrants from past seasons (why ride Moto2 
when you can get a CRT bike for the same 
price?). There is MotoGP experience in Mika 
Kallio, Roby Rolfo, Yuki Takahashi, Alex de 
Angelis (a premier-class podium finisher) and 
Toni Elias (a MotoGP race winner and the in¬ 
augural Moto2 World Champion), as well as a 
World Superbike race winner in Max Neukirch- 
ner. There are three 125cc World Champions in 
Thomas Luthi, Julian Simon and Nico Terol. 


Unquestionable and as yet unfulfilled talent 
fills the rest of the grid with established names 
like Andrea lannone, Pol Espargaro, Randy 
Krummenacher, Simone Corsi, Tito Rabat and 
Johann Zarco alongside some interesting new 
additions in the shape of Gino Rea, Takaaki 
Nakagami, Eric Granado and Angel Rodriguez 
- a troubled child prodigy from the Pedrosa 
generation making his latest comeback. 

Then, of course, there’s Britain’s own Bradley 
Smith, under the most pressure to perform 
with a contract already signed to move up to 
MotoGP in 2013, and arguably our country’s 
most natural talent in decades, Scott Redding. 
Oh yeah, and some little Spanish dude called 
Marc Marquez. 

My championship prediction: 1. Marquez 2. 
Redding 3. Simon 


A VIEW...Moto3 


T he breeding ground for future MotoGP 
World Champions gets a technical digging 
over this spring with the hum of 125cc two- 
strokes replaced by the growl of 250cc four- 
strokes to hail the historic rise of Moto3. 

Although Indian engineering giants Mahindra 
have their own model, the majority of engines 
are either Honda or KTM, with additional 
frames from the likes of Kalex, Oral, MZ, loda 
and in the exclusive case of Maverick Vinales 
an FTR. Vinales, named after Tom Cruise’s 
character in Top Gun, is a clear title favourite 
after picking up nine podiums including four 
wins in his rookie season last year but there 
are two veteran compatriots in the latest Span¬ 
ish protege’s way - Hector Faubel and Efren 
Vazquez - as well as the experienced German 
Sandro Cortese. 


Outside those four the field looks wide open so 
impress your mates by learning how to proper¬ 
ly pronounce names like Miguel Oliveira, Alex 
Rins, Alberto Moncayo, Zulfhami Khiarrudin, 
Arthur Sissis and Niccolo Antonelli; the highly 
rated lookalike of the late Marco Simoncelli 
has convinced Team Gresini to run a single 
bike entry in the new class. 

From a British perspective Moto3 could be our 
biggest chance of glory this year with perhaps 
our brightest prospect, Danny Kent, on com¬ 
petitive machinery with the support of Red 
Bull and KTM and setting the pace throughout 
much of pre-season. 

Championship prediction: 1. Vinales 2. Kent 
3. Cortese 



NEW TISSOT MotoGP 
WATCHES UNVEILED 


O n the eve of the MotoGP season Tissot 
have unveiled two new official timepieces 
with a design and flavour centred around the 
sport they Swiss company has been involved 
with for thirteen years. 

The Tissot T-Race MotoGP Limited Edition 
2012 watches are available in automatic and 
quartz versions, with the automatic edition 
limited to 2012 pieces. The quartz edition has 


been produced in a series of 8,888 pieces. 

Both models draw inspiration from the MotoGP 
machines and incorporate a dynamic black 
based strap with a yellow aerodynamic T-line, 
a dashboard-inspired dial, a bezel resembling 
a bike’s brake disc and have carbon compos¬ 
ites. Both editions are also presented in a Mo¬ 
toGP chequered flag collector’s box. For more 
info check out www.tissot.ch 





For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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TALKING ‘BOUT A REVOLUTION. 



By Matthew Roberts 

F ive months on from the final death croak of 
an 800cc MotoGP prototype at Valencia the 
sport is finally readying itself for the start of an 
exciting new dawn in Qatar. Yes, another new 
dawn... at night. 

This, of course, is Dorna’s third attempt at 
finding an economically viable compromise 
between the factories and teams that can pro¬ 
duce competitive racing at competitive prices 
since angering the purists by ditching 500cc 
two-strokes at the end of 2001. The 990cc era 
was fun while it lasted, before being deemed 
too dangerous, whilst the 800cc era proved 
even more hazardous, more expensive and 
much less entertaining. 

And so we switch back to the bigger machines, 
this time more heavily restricted - with in¬ 
creased minimum weight and a maximum of 
four cylinders - and with a raft of further regu¬ 
lations set to come into force over the next few 
years (no doubt to be tried, tested and in many 
cases discarded) as the MotoGP panorama 
evolves into Carmelo Ezpeleta’s CRT vision. 

If I sound like a cynic, I am not. Ezpeleta’s 
decision to bring forward the CRT future to 
2012 has already been vindicated, with six new 
teams delivering bikes to the premier-class 
grid powered by factories that hitherto have 
no direct involvement in the category: Aprilia, 
BMW and Kawasaki. 

Not only that, Randy de Puniet’s pace in pre¬ 
season suggests that the new machines are 
more than capable of being competitive in the 
right hands. 


Riding the Aprilia RSV4-powered ART machine 
the Frenchman finished the final test at Jerez 
just 1.8 seconds off the fastest time, set by 
Casey Stoner on the Honda RC213V, and less 
than a second shy of leading factory Ducati 
rider Valentino Rossi. A current MotoGP rider 
told me - off the record - that if you put Stoner 
on one of those machines it would be fighting 
for podiums. 

...as the MotoGP 
panorama evolves into 
Ezpeleta’s CRT vision... 

With more development from the current CRT 
bikes and tighter regulations to bring the fac¬ 
tory machines in line, it hopefully won’t be 
long before Ezpeleta’s vision of Moto2 style 
racing becomes a reality and the main ben¬ 
eficiary of that will be you, the viewer. I know 
some of you purists out there will be lamenting 
the death of prototype racing but at the end of 
the day it is the racing that sells this sport, not 
the prototypes, and these will still be the fast¬ 
est motorcycles on the planet with the fastest 
riders on board. 

Sure, we are in for a transitional period dur¬ 
ing the next couple of seasons that is sure to 
cause plenty of debate and will require pa¬ 
tience but personally I am more optimistic 
about the long-term future of the sport than I 
have ever been. Since the last time. 

Long live the revolution! 
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NEW KING: 

CAN STEVEN FROSSARD 
END THE CAIROLI ERA? 


By Adam Wheeler, photos by Monster Energy Yamaha/Max Zanzani, portrait by Ray Archer 

L ast summer we ran an interview with Mon- another Italian Championship secured two 
ster Energy Yamaha’s Steven Frossard weeks ago Frossard fronts his second season 

where we proclaimed the French racer a rising in MX1 with real intent and billing as one of few; 

star. With the number two plate (lost some- genuine challengers to Tony Cairoli’s crown. 

where between his career 183’) banked and Here he chats about what lies ahead... 
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STEVEN FROSSARD 


Steve, you had a very positive debut season 
in 2011 but it ended on a little bit of a downer 
with the crash in Germany and chest injury. 
What are your thoughts looking back? 

SF: I’m happy with what we did but, like you 
say, the end of the season was difficult. I found 
it hard to breath after the crash at Gaildorf 
and not only was I trying to recover but also 
watching the days to the Motocross of Na¬ 
tions come and go and eventually I missed the 
race at St Jean D’Angely and it was tough to 
deal with. The recovery went OK but I just ran 
out of time. If I think back now to Germany it 
was a small crash and not something that you 
normally think would hurt you because it was 
on the exit to a corner but I was thrown to the 
ground pretty hard. 

When did you get active again? 

SF: I rode a bike for the first time about three 
weeks after the Nations but it was only an easy 
outing. It was for my motoclub and a small 
twenty-minute demonstration for the children 
at a track close by. 

Did you make any changes to your programme 
over the winter? 

SF: Nothing major. I’m working again with Willy 
Linden and I follow his training plan. I’m really 
happy to work with him. Last year my shape 
was not bad at all so there are no variations to 
the programme. I think this year my level is a 
bit higher. 


What did you ask to Michele, Mino and 
the guys in terms of mods on the factory 
YZ450FM? 

SF: Hehe, when this question first came up 
from the team I joked ‘an electric starter’! I 
think my goal was to get the Yamaha to be 
even easier to race in terms of the power de¬ 
livery and the guys came up with some adjust¬ 
ments that made the YZ450FM feel even better 
than last year so I was very pleased with how 
that happened. It was in the corners mainly. 
The bike could feel aggressive and was too 
strong for me, so now it is perfect and feels 
even more agile. We also worked with GET on 
the electronics over the last month and their 
GPA system it is pretty complicated but the 
system helps me with my riding. I feel more 
traction and it provides confidence. 

Your pre-season went pretty well... 

SF: Not bad! At the first race in Valence I had 
a lot of arm-pump and then for the first Italian 
race I was sick and needed two days in bed. I 
wasn’t 100% for the second Italian round but 
it picked up. My riding wasn’t perfect in the 
beginning - not as good as I can be in training 
- but it built up to a point where I was happy. 

It was great to ride in the Italian championship 
and be able to fight with Antonio [Cairoli, MX1 
world champion]. It is cool to fight with him. 
The championship means something in one 
way but not much in another. I think Cairoli 
finished second or third in this series last year 
but ended up winning the world championship! 



STEVEN FROSSARD 




So the first Grand Prix will be in the sand... 

SF: I like the sand now and I feel much better 
across this type of ground compared to even 
last year. It is something I have been working 
on and I think with the better feeling I have on 
the bike I will be able to show it. Valkenswaard 
is not like Lommel though. It can be very hard 
in places and is a bit weird. The next two races 
will be on hard-pack but it is not an issue for 
me the change in terrain. 

Indeed, we have two South American races for 
rounds four and five... 

SF: I’m looking forward to Brazil and Mexico 
and discovering new tracks. Everyone will be 
on the same level and there will be no local 
knowledge. I like the overseas Grands Prix for 
the experience of going to different places and 
also the challenge of racing in a totally differ¬ 
ent environment. 

In 2011 you were bothered by a stretched liga¬ 
ment in your hand. Will it be nice to come into 
the year without any ailments? 

SF: Last year was very difficult at the begin¬ 
ning of the championship and then throughout 
because there always seemed to be a little 
problem. At the moment I feel really good and 
I’d love to keep in this shape as long as pos¬ 
sible through the season, you have to accept 
that you will have some difficulties at some 
point through 32 motos though. 

Last year you were the rookie now you are 
being talked about as a title contender. How 
does that feel? 

SF: It is not a problem. I ride for fun and prefer 
to stay focused race by race. This is one of the 
things I learned from 2011 and my first year in 


MX1. At the beginning of the season I was just 
looking at the next GP on the calendar and 
then towards the last few I was looking more 
at the points and standings and was making 
more mistakes. I know what I have to do now 
for 2012 and also for my focus at the actual 
races themselves because sometimes I was 
too hungry for the top step. I wouldn’t start so 
well and would see Cairoli in front and would 
push too much and be too aggressive, leading 
to mistakes. I need to be a bit cooler. 

Was that your big lesson from your rookie 
season? 

SF: Yep. I looked at Cairoli and he was very 
cool at times and knew when the odds were 
against him and that fifth or sixth was the best 
he could do that day. Desalle was also like this. 

You said late last summer that you didn’t want 
to talk about making the Nations and sadly 
you were proved right...! I guess all questions 
will be off for 2012... 

SF: We will see! I said that last year because I 
am a little bit superstitious and after Gaildorf 
that little dream was over. As soon as I crashed 
I thought ‘I’m second in the world champion¬ 
ship, I must get back on the bike’ but I tasted 
blood in my mouth and I knew I had to get it 
checked. In the end I could still take that posi¬ 
tion in the series but it was disappointing to 
miss St Jean D’Angely. 

After the Nations is also the SX-MX hybrid 
Monster Energy Cup in Las Vegas. Would you 
go? 

SF: Yeah! If I am healthy and don’t have any 
problems then I will go for sure. It will be fun 
and I’d like to try a race like this. 



"Sometimes I was too hungry for the top step - 
I would see Cairoli in front and would push too 
much and be too aggressive..." 
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